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which were addressed to us from time to time in a
low voice: ‘‘ How good it is, My brothers, that you
should visit us.”

After We had taken our places, the usual Civility
of the country was paid to us, which consisted in
offering us the Calumet. This must not be refused,
unless one wishes to be considered an Enemy, or at
least uncivil; it suffices that one make a pretense of
smoking. While all the elders smoked after Us, in
order to do us honor, we received an invitation on
behalf of the great Captain of all the Ilinois to pro-
ceed to his Village where he wished to hold a Coun-
cil with us. We went thither in a large Company,
For all these people, who had never seen any french-
men among Them, could not cease looking at us.
They Lay on The grass along the road; they preceded
us, and then retraced their steps to come and see us
Again. All this was done noiselessly, and with
marks of great respect for us.

When we reached the Village of the great Captain,
We saw him at the entrance of his Cabin, between
two old men,—all three erect and naked, and hold-
ing their Calumet turned toward the sun. He
harangued us In a few words, congratulating us
upon our arrival. He afterward offered us his Calu-
met, and made us smoke while we entered his Cabin,
where we received all their usual kind Attentions.

Seeing all assembled and silent, I spoke to them
by four presents that I gave them. By the first, I
told them that we were journeying peacefully to visit
the nations dwelling on the River as far as the Sea.
By the second, I announced to them that God, who
had Created them, had pity on Them, inasmuch as,
after they had so long been ignorant of him, he



